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seditious  gatherings   and  leagues for  the espousal of
private quarrels forbidden.

In vain, after one great outbreak in 1252, were
formal articles of peace drawn up; in vain were the
combatants bound over to keep the peace, and to
give secret information to the Chancellor if they
heard of others who were preparing to break it. In
vain was the celebration of the national festivals
forbidden, and the masters and scholars prohibited,
under pain of the greater excommunication, from
" going about dancing in the churches or open places,
wearing masks or wreathed and garlanded with
flowers" (1250). In vain was it decreed that the
two nations should become one and cease, officially,
to have a separate existence (1274). Though the
Faculty of Arts might vote from this time forward
as a single body, yet one Proctor was always a
Borealis and the other an Australis; and when, in
1320, it was decreed that one of the three guardians
of the Rothbury Chest should always be a Southerner
and another a Northerner, the University admitted
the existence of the two rival nations within its
borders once more. Only a few years after this,
in fact (1334), its very existence was threatened by
the violence of the factions. The Northerners gave
battle to the Southerners, and so many rioters were
arrested that the Castle was filled to overflowing.
Many of the more studious clerks resolved to quit
this riotous University for ever, and betook themselves
to Stamford, where there were already some flourishing
schools.

They were compelled at last to disperse or to
return by the King, who refused to listen to their
plea, that their right to study in peace at Stamford
was as good as that of any other person whatever
who chose to live there. So serious was this secession,
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